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The cause of PBS is not known. Various theories of etiology have postulated mesenchymal dysplasia, vascular accident, and intrauterine bladder obstruction. 1, 4, 5 The possibility that intrauterine urinary obstruction with intrauterine ascites causes PBS (sometimes therefore called the urethral obstruction sequence) can explain some of the additional findings found in the PBS such as lower limb anomalies, hypothesizing that urinary distention and ascites can lead to vascular disruption. 4 Although there is some disagreement, this currently appears to be the most widely accepted theory. 6 Renal and ureteral anomalies are very common. Hydroureter is probably the most common abnormality in PBS, although the degree of dilatation of the right ureter present in this case is probably rare.
The bladder, urachus, and urethra have been frequently studied in patients with PBS. The bladder is characteristically large, but not trabeculated. Urachal diverticula or cysts occur in 25% to 50% of cases. 5 Calcifications in the urachus or anterior superior bladder have been described in at least six prior patients. [7] [8] [9] The cause of this calcification is not known but may merely be dystrophy.
The urethra is frequently abnormal. The prostatic urethra is pouch shaped, with an elongated posterior wall, relative to the anterior wall.
5 This is probably due to aplasia or marked hypoplasia of the prostatic with only small amounts of periurethral prostatic tissue, without ducts. 1 The utricle is a mü llerian duct-derived structure, thought to be the homolog in males of the uterus. 10 An enlarged, ectatic utricle is sometimes associated with hypospadias and intersex problems. In PBS, the utricle is present and normal or slightly ectatic as in this patient. The verumontanum is present and usually small; the ejaculatory ducts are normal. 1, 5 Urethral obstructions are probably http://www.stockton-press.co.uk
common, with posterior urethral valves being about as common as urethral atresia. 2 Deficiency of erectile tissue causing a megalourethra is a not infrequent abnormality of the penile urethra. 
